Mount Wilson and Mount Irvine Rural Fire Service
Ph: 02 4756 2040, Fax: 02 4756 2090
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For all EMERGENCY HELP RING 000 Fire, Police & Ambulance

Information & Emergency Contacts

RFS Blue Mountains District Office
Emergency Service Centre -
Katoomba (24 hours)

(02) 4782-2159
Recorded Bushfire Information

(02) 4780-5999
Web site: www.bushfire.nsw.gov.au

Mt Wilson & Mt Irvine Rural Fire
Service:

Mt Wilson shed (02) 4756-2040
Mt Irvine shed (02) 4756-2092
Emergency number (02) 4756-2158

Police
Katoomba (02) 4782-8199

Police Assistance Line: 131-444

Lithgow  (02) 6352-2322 Crime Stoppers: 1-800-333-000
Mt Victoria (02) 4787-1244
Ambulance
Far West Dispatch 1-800-804-402 Lithgow 13-1233
Katoomba 13-1233
Hospitals
Lithgow (02) 6350-2300 Katoomba (02) 4784-6500
Road Closure Information 132-701
Integral Energy 131003

Blue Mountains City Council:

(02) 4758-5000

RSPCA (Katoomba) 4782-2674

or 4782-2391

WIRES - Wildlife Information Rescue
Service (Katoomba)

(02) 4754 2946
or 1800-641-188

Radio: Community radio, for local
emergency information

Hawkesbury Radio 89.9 FM




Mount Wilson and Mount Irvine Rural Fire Service

Ph: 02 4756 2040, Fax: 02 4756 2090

1. Prepare! Plan! Survive!

Prepare and Plan!
Months before the fire season!

Survive Extreme Fire Danger Days!
When a bushfire is present!

Clear ground fuel (long dry grass, dead
leaves, thick undergrowth)

Implement Stay or Go? plan

Clear gutters of fuel, and obtain gutter
plugs

If Go then collect:
Family Emergency Kit and follow:
Emergency Relocation Plan

Clear fuel from around buildings

Clear ground litter and other fire fuels —
take a trip to the tip

Ember- proof house and underfloor
area with wire screens or shutters

Check and operate fire fighting
equipment, monthly — summer & winter

Ensure access is available for fire
trucks and fire fighters

Plan whether to Stay or Go?

if Go then prepare a
- Family Emergency Kit plus an
Emergency Relocation Plan

if Stay then prepare a
- Family Emergency Kit plus a
Fire Response Plan

If Stay then collect:
Family Emergency Kit and follow:
Fire Response Plan
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2. Prepare and Stay or Prepare and Go?
CAREFULLY CONSIDER THE FACTS AND MAKE THE DECISION EARLY!

1. During bushfires, lives are most often lost when people make a last
minute decision to flee their homes on foot or in a vehicle.

Late evacuation exposes people to smoke, radiant heat and falling debris -
dangers which can lead to blocked roads further endangering evacuees and
impeding access for emergency vehicles.

2. NSW Police have authority to compel people to evacuate and will do
so on the advice of the senior fire officer present.

However, in times of extreme emergency you should not rely on Police or
Firefighters being there to tell you what to do. It is therefore most important to
have ready a Family Emergency Kit and an Emergency Relocation Plan
suited to the needs of your family and your property.

3. Research shows that well protected and prepared able-bodied people
who stay to protect their homes from ember attack and spot fires are
often successful.

Protection includes covering exposed skin with long tops and pants of natural
fibres, solid shoes, hats, goggles and face masks. It also includes a Fire
Response Plan structured to your needs, including firefighting equipment to
extinguish spot fires.

4. Research also indicates that a well prepared home is often the safest
place to shelter from a fire front.

A ‘well prepared’ home includes cleared areas between bushland and the
home, gutters cleared and filled with water, overhanging trees cut back and
flammable materials removed from around or underneath the home.

Whether you choose to stay or go, it is very important
that you make your decision EARLY
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3. Family Emergency Kit

Be Ready to Help Yourself !

Bushfire emergencies usually happen unexpectedly. A Family Emergency Kit
equips you for such an unexpected emergency. It provides the basic needs for
a family choosing to relocate from their home to a refuge area during a fire
crisis.

Even if you choose to stay with your house in a fire emergency, your Family
Emergency Kit ensures a backup of necessities and essential personal
information.

Battery/Mains powered radio and one spare set of batteries.

Torch, Candles and matches/lighter

First aid kit and manual, plus medication list.

Toilet and sanitary supplies

Playing cards, games, books or other entertainments

List of valuables to take if relocating or evacuating e.g. photos, jewelery.
Emergency contact list

A copy of your Firewize Emergency Plan

Important documentation — e.g. copies of Birth & Marriage Certificates,
Passports, Drivers Licences, Credit Cards, Insurances (Car/Home/Contents)
For each family member: 2 days of clean underwear & socks; a change of
clothes; hat & suncream; bathroom basics e.g. toothbrush, soap.

These ltems should be able to fit into a plastic box or small suitcase and
stored in a cupboard in a hall or wardrobe. All Family members should be
aware of the location and contents of the kit and should be able to remove it
and carry it from the house or to a shelter in case of an emergency.

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN NEEDING TO LEAVE??
In the event of you have to leave your home, do the following

Pick up the Family Emergency Kit.

Take Medications on list

Take Mobile Phone and Charger.

Collect the items on your valuables list.

Collect pets.

Check neighbours and tell them you are leaving and where you are
going

Follow the directions of Emeraencv Services.
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4. Emergency Relocation Plan

Your family’'s Emergency Relocation Plan may be as simple as to not be
present in Mt Wilson or Mt Irvine during a fire emergency. If however you are
resident in the Mounts during an emergency, and need to relocate, you will be
given guidance by one of the volunteer coordinators in your area. The
coordinators will advise you of the location of the planned refuge area, and
when to relocate.

Emergency Relocation Plan Coordinators
Coordinators will give guidance on where to relocate and when to relocate.
If in doubt, call Mt Wilson RFS (4756 2040), or Mt Irvine RFS (4756 2092)

Mt Irvine

Ray Harrington phone 4756 2075 mob 0408 475 620
Roger Howard-Smith phone 4756 2101

Wynne’s Rocks Road

Ron Green phone 4756 2162

The Avenue, Queens & Wyndham
Tania Marquard phone 4756 2112

Church Lane
Mary Reynolds phone 4756 2176

Mt Wilson East
George Mayne phone 4756 2036
Florence Smart/Arthut Delbridge  phone 4756 2063

Farrer Road

Wendy Holland phone 4756 2094
Judy Tribe phone 4756 2096 mob 0410 632 0906
Emergency Relocation Checklist

Confirm the location of relocation refuge area with the Coordinator .
Confirm when relocation will occur with the Coordinator .
Confirm with the Coordinator how you will travel to the refuge area .
Gather the Family Emergency Kit, plus mobile phone (if available) .
Have your motor vehicle ready .
Locate and inform your family members (& pets) of the plan .
Wear sturdy shoes, long sleeves & long pants made of natural fibre .
Secure your house from ember attack — close windows and doors, & .
draw heavy non-flammable curtains or close shutters (if available)

Remove any flammables around the house e.g. door mats, wood box .
Ensure access is available for fire trucks and fire fighters .
Follow the guidance of your Emergency Relocation Coordinator .
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5. Fire Response Plan

FACTS:

Properly prepared homes are more likely to survive a bushfire if well
prepared able-bodied people remain with their homes to guard against ‘ember
attack’ and extinguish spot fires.

Bushfire affects a home in three key ways:

1. Ember Attack - usually occurs up to 30 minutes prior to the arrival of fire
front and for several hours afterwards.

2. Radiant Heat - arrives with the fire front and lasts from 10 — 15 minutes.

3. Direct Flame Contact - arrives with the fire front and lasts from 10 — 15
minutes.

Fire Response Plan Checklist

Listen to the radio for news, rather than call emergency services for .
information

Have the Family Emergency Kit ready, plus mobile phone & .
valuables

Check that fire fighting equipment is operational. Unwind hoses & .
make ready for use ready for use.

Dress in protective, natural fibre clothing, drink water frequently. .
Have a handkerchief to cover nose & mouth to limit smoke inhalation

Turn off gas and power .
Wet down roof, walls and garden, especially on the side of the .
approaching fire. Don’t forget to remove flammable door mats.

Block downpipes and fill gutters with water .
Fill baths, sinks and buckets with water for extinguishing small fires. .

Have a long handled cotton mop wetted, and a metal bucket filled
with water as tools for extinguishing spot fires.

Bring hoses & other firefighting equipment inside so they don’t get .
burnt
As the fire approaches, go inside & remain inside until the fire has .

passed, sheltering in a part of the house most distant from the
approaching fire front

Close all doors and windows, and block gaps with wet towels .
Close non-flammable heavy curtains and shutters if you have them .
After the fire has passed, and for several hours afterwards, patrol .

your property and put out spot fires started by flying embers

Check your roof cavity and underfloor areas frequently for spot fires .




